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SUBJECT:NARCOTICS CONTROL PROGRAM 

REPS: (A) RANGOON 2723; (B) STATE 217486; (C) STATE 226569; 

AND (D) STATE 174694 

1. SUMMARY: WHILE THE DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT DISCUSSION 
OF SPRAY EQUIPMENT MAY BE PREMATURE, WE FEEL THAT TALKS 
AIMED AT ESTABLISHING A SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE CAPABILITY 
SHOULD BEGIN SOON. RUDY HALL HAS THE REQUISITE EXPERTISE 

ON THE ROLE OF AVIATION IN NARCOTICS CONTROL AND WE CONSIDER 
HIM TO BE THE LOGICAL PERSON TO CONDUCT THESE DISCUSSIONS. 
END SUMMARY. 
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2. THE EQUIPMENT DESCRIBED IN REFTEL (C), THE CONTENTS OF 
WHICH WE ASSUME HAVE BEEN PASSED TO THE GUB, PRECLUDES THE 
NEED FOR DISCUSSING A MIX OF HELICOPTER TYPES. SPRAY 
EQUIPMENT-RELATED TECHNICAL TALKS CAN AWAIT FURTHER GUB 
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INITIATIVES. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT DESIRABLE THAT TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS TO ESTABLISH A SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE/OVERHAUL 
CAPABILITY BEGIN AT AN EARLY DATE. EVEN AFTER A DECISION 

TO ESTABLISH SUCH A CAPABILITY, THERE WILL BE A TIME LAG 

OF 30 TO 60 DAYS UNTIL NECESSARY PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS 
CAN BE FULFULLED IN THE DEPARTMENT. WE DO NOT WISH TO 
SEE HELICOPTERS GROUNDED DUE TO LACK OF SPARES OR BE- 
CAUSE THEY WERE CANNIBALIZED TO KEEP OTHERS FLYING. OUR 
CONCERN ON THIS POINT IS GROWING NOW THAT THE HELICOPTERS 
ARE OPERATIONAL AGAINST TRAFFICKERS. SINCE FUNDS ($450,- 
000) HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND ARE AVAILABLE (SEE REFTEL B), 

WE THINK IT WOULD BE UNWISE NOT TO GO FORWARD. 

4. WE THUS FEEL THAT TALKS BETWEEN AVIATION ADVISOR 
RUDY HALL AND THE GUB WOULD BE USEFUL DURING THE TRIP 
PROPOSED IN REFTEL (C). HALL WOULD ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE 
A SPARE PARTS CONTRACT WITH HELI-ORIENT OF SINGAPORE, AN 
AUTHORIZED BELL AIRFRAME DEALER, AND A MAINTENANCE/OVER- 
HAUL CONTRACT WITH TAIPEI'S E-SYSTEMS, AN AUTHORIZED 
LYCOMING OVERHAUL AGENT. HE WOULD THEN BE ABLE TO CO- 
ORDINATE WITH THE GUB, PROVIDING NEEDED TECHNICAL ADVICE 
IN ESTABLISHING THE MECHANICS OF ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH 

THE COMPANIES. WE HAVE NO ONE BESIDES HALL WITH THE 
NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS AND BACKGROUND FOR THIS VERY 
COMPLEX TASK. 

5. WE ARE AWARE OF THE GUB'S PAST RELUCTANCE TO LET HALL 
INTO BURMA. HOWEVER, AUNG HTAY'S COMMENTS TO AMBASSADOR 
VANCE RECOUNTED IN REFTEL (D) WOULD APPEAR TO INDI- 
CATE A CHANGE IN GUB ATTITUDE. 

6. UNLESS THE EMBASSY RELIEVES IT UNWISE, WE PROPOSE 
THAT YOU RAISE THE ABOVE POINTS WITH THE GUB AND ONCE 
AGAIN SUGGEST TECHNICAL TALKS WITH MR. HALL IN THE 
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NEAR FUTURE. THE TALKS COULD ALSO COVER FINAL DETAILS 
AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE F-27 PROCUREMENT. IF YOU BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO RAISE A HALL VISIT TO 
BURMA, PERHAPS HE COULD MEET WITH APPROPRIATE BURMESE 
OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY; FOR EXAMPLE BANGKOK OR SINGAPORE. 
WE WOULD WELCOME EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON THIS. KISSINGER 
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